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The 8th and final Lionfish Removal Derby of RELIONMED-Life

The RELIONMED-Life project, titled "Preventing a
LIONfish invasion in the MEDiterranean through
early response and targeted REmoval (LIFE16
NAT/CY/000832)", invites you to the 8th and final
lionfish removal derby that will be held on the 7th of
November 2021 in Konnos area in Famagusta
district.

The RELIONMED-Life is a European project which
started in September 2017 and will be completed in
February 2022. The main actions of the project aim
to monitor and control (through removals) the
species, inform the stakeholders and the public,
promote the lionfish in restaurants and jewellery
shops but also to study the biology of the species. It
is a big project that would not have been possible to
implement without the contribution of the
stakeholders and the public. On this occasion, the
RELIONMED-Life thanks all those who collaborated
with the project, especially the "Removal Action
Teams (RATs)" who stood very actively by the project.

The monthly, opportunistic lionfish removals
and the eight removal derbies aimed to control
the spreading of the alien, invasive lionfish, to
reduce the negative effects caused by its
establishment and at the same time to promote
the consumption of this fish or even its use in
other ways (i.e., the creation of jewellery from
its soft fins).

Lionfish removals can be transformed into
economically sustainable activities in the future
if the fish are promoted in the local market, at
the same time resulting in the control of the
populations of the species in the area.
RELIONMED and the groups of volunteer divers
that have been trained through the project on
the safe lionfish removals have so far removed
more than 5,000 fish from various regions in
Cyprus, mainly from the Cape Greco area.

The team of "RELIONMED-Life": is composed
by the University of Cyprus (as project
coordinator, with Dr. Spyros Sfenthourakis
head of the Laboratory of Ecology and
Biodiversity of the Department of Biological
Sciences), the Marine and Environmental
Research (MER) Lab (with scientific coordinator
Dr. Demetris Kletou), the ENALIA PHYSIS Environmental Research Centre, the Marine
Biology and Ecology Research Centre of the
University of Plymouth and the Department of
Fisheries and Marine Research. The project is
being carried out with the contribution of the
LIFE financial instrument of the European Union (www.ec.europa.eu/life) that concerns the
management and the protection of the natural environment and biodiversity. For more
information about the project, visit www.relionmed.eu
The 8th lionfish removal derby is open ONLY
FOR SCUBA DIVERS. The "Removal Action
Teams (RATs)" of the project that are licensed
to remove lionfish with diving equipment and
wish to participate in the derby are kindly
requested to register via the online form at
https://forms.gle/jq48WQJkAR5Vxq1f6. Other
people who will not be competing are also
welcome to attend the event, at the Ayioi
Anargyroi excursion site (excursion area of
Cape Greco). For more information regarding
the upcoming event, you can contact us by email at info@merresearch.com or by phone at
+35799385058.

Agenda of the event:
• 8:30 - 9:30 Registration of
divers, presentation of rules
and provision of equipment
(Removal Tool Kit) at the
excursion area of Cape Greco.
• 10:00 - 12:00 Duration of the
competition (see on the map
the boundaries of the area
where the derby will take
place).
• 12:00 - 14:00 Opening of
containers,
weighing
of
lionfish and awards at the
excursion area of Cape Greco.

The project’s partners will be happy to meet with all those who will compete/attend the event of
the final derby.
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